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The Mission and Vision of
Meadville Lombard Theological School
At Meadville Lombard Theological School, our mission is to educate students in the Unitarian
Universalist tradition to embody liberal religious ministry in Unitarian Universalist congregations
and wherever else they are called to serve. We do this to take into the world our Unitarian Universalist vision of justice, equity, and compassion.
Meadville Lombard’s faculty has developed an imaginative curriculum because we believe that
these are both serious and hopeful times, requiring innovation and deep faith. Our curriculum
fulfills our commitment to help each student become a leader who inspires others to service; who
carries the truth that cultural, religious, national and racial differences are enhancements to human
liberation; who provides a vision for innovative community life and who has the know-how to
creatively lead others in the ways of justice.

History

seminary, Meadville. After years of financial challenges,
Lombard College closed in 1930 and transferred its
charter to the combined theological schools in Chicago.

The Meadville Theological School was founded
in 1844 in Meadville, Pennsylvania, by Harm Jan
Huidekoper, a prosperous businessman, who had
discovered Unitarianism and wanted to help spread its
message of liberality and hope in the “west.” From its
very beginning, no doctrinal test has ever been an
admission requirement. Under the leadership of
President Franklin Chester Southworth and Professor
Anna Garlin Spencer, Meadville moved in 1926 to
become a part of the vibrant University of Chicago
academic community.

From 1929 to 2011, Meadville Lombard was located
at South Woodlawn Avenue in the Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago.

Lombard College, originally the Illinois Liberal Institute,
was founded in 1851 in Galesburg, Illinois, and opened
a theological department in 1881. A generous bequest
by Chicago minister, the Rev. Dr. William Ryder,
created the Ryder Divinity School of Lombard College.
Ryder Divinity moved to Chicago in 1912 to affiliate
with the University of Chicago Divinity School. In
1928, Ryder Divinity merged with the Unitarian

In 2011, the school moved to downtown Chicago to
share space in an innovative, environmentally
sustainable building that houses the Spertus Institute
at 610 S. Michigan Avenue.
Meadville Lombard is located on the sixth floor of
this unique building, which features interconnected
interior spaces and a one-of-a-kind, 10-story faceted
window wall with spectacular views of the Chicago
skyline, Grant Park, Millennium Park, and Lake
Michigan. The school shares library and classroom
space with Spertus, which specializes in accredited
graduate degree and certificate programs in areas
critical to the Jewish community and to broader
communities in Chicago and beyond.

Meadville Lombard Today
Meadville Lombard today is a healthy and energyfilled learning community which educates more
ministers for Unitarian Universalism than any other
seminary. The school’s new facilities, innovative
model of formation, deepening international engagement and financial progress position Meadville
Lombard to thrive in the years ahead.
We seek an individual to partner with our faculty,
staff and students to shape the direction for the
school into the future.

Our Learning Model
Meadville Lombard blends a variety of innovative
but tested educational techniques—all to the benefit
of a student’s learning and leadership development.
• Contextual Learning allows a student to learn by
practicing in mentored internships and supervised
site placements.
• Low-residency intensive courses enable students to
have heart-to-heart, soul-to-soul, in-person interactions with faculty and other students three to four
times a year, without needing to relocate.
• Multi-credit, multidisciplinary, yearlong Signature
Courses integrate academic learning with realworld experience and provide students with a
pathway to grow into leadership.
• Learning with dedicated student cohorts means
that lessons are enriched by peer-to-peer exchanges
and assigned teaching pastors and mentors guide
students through the everyday world of community,
pastoral, and ministerial leadership.
• Understanding that justice-making and spiritual
growth are bound to each other, our curriculum
emphasizes leadership in communities engaged
in social movements and nurtures students'
competencies in cross-cultural leadership.
• Co-curricular activities bring students into the
worship and governance life of the school in a way
that acknowledges the experience and wisdom that
they have accumulated before arriving at Meadville
Lombard.
Our model of formation remains a work in process
and a regular subject of discernment by our faculty.

Faculty, Staff and Trustees
Faculty Meadville Lombard's faculty is comprised of leading scholars, activists, congregational and
community ministers, and lay leaders in Unitarian Universalism. The faculty includes:
• Mark Hicks, Ed.D., Angus MacLean Professor of Religious Education
• Michael Hogue, Ph.D., Professor of Theology, Ethics, and Philosophy of Religion
• Nicole Kirk, Ph.D., D.Min., Rev. Dr. J. Frank and Alice Schulman Professor of
Unitarian Universalist History
• Pamela Lightsey, Ph.D., Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs, Associate
Professor of Constructive Theology

The affiliated faculty members are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

William Schultz, D.D.
William Sinkford, D.Min.
Arvid Straube, D.D.
Leslie Takahashi, M.Div.
Julie Taylor, M.Div.
Sharon Welch, Ph.D.

Staff Meadville Lombard has a number of staff positions filled by exemplary people who

support the school’s leadership, faculty, students and specialty program areas. Much like
our students, Meadville Lombard staff members bring a variety of experience and skills to
serve our school community.

Trustees The Meadville Lombard Board of Trustees includes community leaders, ministers, activists,
scholars, and entrepreneurs of many backgrounds and faith traditions.

Our Programs
Meadville Lombard is accredited by the Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological
Schools (ATS) in the United States and Canada. The following Meadville Lombard degree programs are
approved:

Master of Divinity
(M.Div.)

A three-year professional degree program for students pursuing ordained
ministry, with a particular focus on Unitarian Universalism.

Master of Arts in
Leadership Studies
(MALS)

An 18-month degree program focused on the theory and practice of
leadership in community-based ministries, with concentrations in Lay
Ministry and Social Engagement. The program can be completed for a
stand-alone degree or a dual degree with the Master of Divinity.

Master of Arts in
Religion (MAR)

A two-year degree program offering laypeople an in-depth, interdisciplinary
study of religion to prepare for further academic study or to strengthen
ongoing work in lay leadership.

Our Students
We became a low-residency school so students can
stay in their communities, and we integrated internships so students can learn by doing. Because of this
Contextual Learning model, students can complete
their education more effectively in less time.
Our students cultivate deep bonds with each other
and with faculty during their time on-site at our
Chicago campus for Ingathering and Intensives
three to four times a year, and stay in touch as
cohorts throughout the year. They gain a learning
community that supports them not only during
their time as students, but also throughout their
entire careers as religious leaders.

Opportunities and Challenges for Our Next President
Among the many opportunities and challenges we expect our next leader
to confront are the following:
• The continuing challenge of financial sustainability in an era when smaller and less
well-endowed seminaries continue to close or merge.
• An increasing fracturing of our society into many (increasingly isolated) subcultures with different ways of communicating, different needs, different world
views, and different challenges and goals.
• The necessary prioritization of a pedagogy recognizing the indispensable nature of
border-crossing skills for religious leaders today.
• An ever-more interconnected world that makes intercultural skills and global
perspectives critical, demanding the internationalization of institutions of higher
education.
• Growing importance of ecumenical and multi-faith education for religious leaders.
• Changing demographics and a changing role of religion in society, leading
seminaries and theological schools to consider expanding beyond a denominational
and domestic focus.
• The challenge of countering white supremacy culture and decentering whiteness.
• The need to stay relevant in an increasingly complex world.
• The need for theological schools to take risks even as they honor their historical
commitments and their relationships with faculty, staff, and students.
• A growing sense of urgency and upheaval in our political and environmental
climate.
• The challenge of following in the footsteps of a transformational president.

Qualities We Value in Our Next President
We have identified these as important qualities. Their relative importance
should not necessarily be inferred from the order in which they are listed.
• is spiritually grounded

• is committed to academic rigor

• has moral authority and excels in moral
leadership

• is committed to academic theological
education

• has a vocationally-minded understanding of
ministry as a calling

• is committed to missional service

• is unapologetically progressive
• is deeply committed to teaching and learning
for social justice and transformation
• is committed to dismantling white supremacist
culture and decentering whiteness
• possesses personal humility and community
perspective
• is able to achieve the goals of Meadville
Lombard

• shows courage and confidence in
conflict and crisis
• is resilient
• is self-aware
• is compassionate
• is technologically savvy
• shows excellence in fundraising and
development of donors

Necessary Skills and Knowledge
Demonstrated ability to…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

tell the story of Meadville Lombard and Unitarian Universalism, and convey hope
fundraise effectively and inspire and nurture large donations
enhance institutional identity and visibility
communicate with diverse groups demonstrating cultural competency and using
effective border-crossing skills
function in ecumenical and interfaith settings
advance our internationalization strategy
secure and manage the resources that the mission requires
coordinate and guide the efforts necessary to accomplish the mission
increase enrollment and retention

Relevant Experience
•
•
•
•

Ministerial experience in any setting
Cross-cultural and interfaith
Financial and fiscal management
Administrative and managerial

• Fundraising and development
• Social engagement and justice work
• Teaching and scholarship

Necessary Credentials
• Unitarian Universalist identity
• Master’s degree or equivalent

Other Factors to Consider
• Our next president should have a regular spiritual practice and demonstrate
spiritual discipline.
• It is expected that the president will reside in Chicago and travel extensively.

Process of Candidacy
Nominations and expressions of interest may be submitted electronically to
the Meadville Lombard Theological School Presidential Search Team at:
President.Search@Meadville.edu
Candidates are asked to submit electronically, in PDF format:
1. A letter of interest that directly addresses the presidential agenda and
qualities/characteristics outlined in the profile above.
2. A resume or curriculum vita.
3. The names, positions, email addresses and telephone numbers of five
references. References will not be contacted without securing the
permission of the candidate.
All application materials should be submitted to:
President.Search@Meadville.edu
For full consideration, completed applications should be received by
January 31, 2019.

President Search Team
Viola Abbitt Diana Davies Michael Hogue Kay Montgomery
Anya Sammler-Michael William Sinkford Ted Yang

